Treatment of early stage Hodgkin's disease.
Current trends in the treatment of patients with Stages I and II Hodgkin's disease are discussed in this review. Recommendations for staging procedures and the updated staging classification are described. Long-term results with extended field radiation therapy overall and in subgroups of patients are detailed. As follow-up and numbers of patients treated with extended field radiation therapy have accrued, prognostic factors, predictive of outcome, have emerged. The evolution of combined modality treatment with chemotherapy and radiation therapy and, more recently, chemotherapy alone for early stage patients is reviewed. Discussion is made of recent programs in various centers to reduce toxicity while maintaining good results. Long-term potential toxicities are described, and recommendations are made for long-term follow-up monitoring.